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China Tightens Grip on Copper
Smelting
By Metal Miner - Feb 25, 2025, 2:00 PM CST

China is introducing stricter regulations for new copper smelters to manage excess capacity
and ensure a stable mine supply.

The Chinese government aims to reduce import dependence by increasing domestic copper
mine resources and securing long-term contracts with international miners.

The Democratic Republic of Congo has become China’s leading supplier of refined copper,
significantly impacting global copper market dynamics.

China Tightens Grip on Copper Smelting | OilPrice.com https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copp...

1 of 11 2026-03-17, 3:01 p.m.

https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/oil-price-charts/
https://oilprice.com/
https://oilprice.com/
https://oilprice.com/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copper-Smelting.html#
https://oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/Japanese-Refiner-Idemitsu-Moves-Full-Scale-into-LNG-Business.html
https://oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-News/World-News/US-Eyes-1-Billion-Payout-to-Scrap-TotalEnergies-Wind-Projects.html
https://oilprice.com/
https://oilprice.com/
https://oilprice.com/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/
https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/
https://oilprice.com/contributors/Ag-Metal-Miner/
https://oilprice.com/contributors/Ag-Metal-Miner/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstrNkxwu5tjo5A-tgLUfb2igK8MmusZdQBiILfan4RrP1l0FgNUB9rgxYzCAD8_RiR99nHvE9rsXfUPOKPc7CyfOiSq8BMjyAeVDz1GYqB37v9saTxFtWfImwGrjzOF_Upa1n48B2YucT_1IY9g9jAwHSmuEcmvT06HFzRG692OBraZjls0_0dI6aNVX26RyiLOrwzKDxMfS64MKx6P1fgQjEylNSHDaPo3J0S_CxYYXcD_cLfgN4ngpj_zjKYeOvOawmHSQE6fJ0HwEfVNhTSrwKurVv7mIaENPL_XmI1sBNNac7PVgXmDeQ54BWMGXOg9uCq1esgMA686T_uk0ZrapOWbMn-wfAnzprrouM18PbJ3S1nNmD5ovlO3wuvu9FLM_zjxeCC-iHRg1LJiHVmXlTgrEDx1i1JBDbqYEsXisKE-rYLVD9w81uxY3HixzqCS37QRWvqiH4HIkRpXbM7mR8fneueB192cCoszaWdJALGk4TRUOWOx0ZzQhJMUno9asQ5VYMEdcPqNdxorHGdaIu5nfZplHmAoMmlfeHRm-1kjZUT5Saqinf8f8zxosnQq_RGnWz0g02XJiQ7avxjNjciYh2Q1vk9zpyPW3KHc3EGZpOorLDb1NN3fHuD8b7YBWjLMO8dDv3vbsnIAsk0vu-Z2NzlPoQvOOXDwrGcvu0-vgcXCOYalyYNgSdNmHhLMtmRCn7Ns1dwc5USzZm5tWoiLCSqRQn8w4nVZwr4snnpdHHdrHKtF-ECib3fLYsIawD1d2NIK8sqkdCovRBtjwRou23VfK3iWtVk8eyVvWWv-hdre6U1707KTZJKcLtaS4_U1GYcbXhwapFkSkZlEPzH2uJD5dG3rxvi_btgTsla1KnxqqbCB_YxN9-bKA8rkicr6bH-IeNZ4HejIYyVp3VGKQ549dNSPrZMhM7wG9Ph2pWnqdCkcYbmrO7YZokv1TlGaYjkRA-UhMfZEP0eOdguPKZeN3pQn6QfbtD-KvmNH6C8dRBnagr0XTPh45ey6w-hz1C-sN3Tz9kv1wcBuguBKcSbbeaVuBHNNWFbHcMTa5yeHOpB42uSE_F3q-ZxC0IuZ9q5k_2KBYH3s2627Yf7JaiYMzdd0S5ElxqdkgVuRdtNzr0LRg2bYhx-PsrXfw0bOZcfrHfEE5u1l-P-bJp2pxivW_YXemfMiumjAMIcSeoa9o2ZbWAEfqTe68cI_WAGjubLDKXAuU_oIMLLKp-4IBHjleIQbbvGGh8wrYBlU_qLNrTpZWEjYycrmHGOH4D8Ur_fEnbhtSKzsclycSa-fyFmmPHbTyXe7DocsoRXcPcRE_GXaSNhLZQ0AIqdhgjRoiBbUROlNtGnrJ22dG1ChvjBUxN-y-GE4kJmLUynycFaZn9J7jl0KH4zXt8Ga_a4lc-Wm33sn7dMWAoABJe1CEpfMOZMZ3Iu4e-2HmVo7IyRukTSKFrL48SdhyJ1djTlUpFEBXks2R0x76BOMkGz_XCCKzeLTRSb5D07HtGHXTLkTTGj9NG6y_EhcgjHujvXng0-MMubKMYHdNOs5WkvUf_X54dx3mVP-0MUeEzjS4VaSPOMiXNCBDUZ1DGmosd3yx_5MxO447GxYQdLwQH6oi74zMkgUW7l_qKNEfVQZ2a29arQ01EqFft7JtqITSTp6hiMpyHjJXbOc8JkcIb9x5AXnuMFw4APkYhBuwJBo_J87bnD0jlVcbm-BSqt_Ux1hp7JR_0l-b_wgePde-nC2Hfcl_RcouzvNEwGLc62z380YXegnWL90s6D4T0wXR34l_-1LgHon3ZKC0fE4QZ_bKSRy-mZvn5D9u06hVPKtCnjJuJgvDYNwVj8MvUfsaa-qy9oN_T5FcNZyCTaMnsRpWW2EIpkXkPuBTAi44j204Lios2XKcl7prGDDSg-2y0ivAforoCqn0tTmQYZl-vY6e24TL78oQpdINC26i5YXRzDM96WKM_2hMr-8F--TXOYIU0wgWVltP-3XL2Gj2u6zbSBQPqLcYCdBHPef9jbVhXrVFaPzTrnMNBlMmLF7GrppM4Vydqgc_PBJKH-2fXV6Vv-jpquizYcs1DDG5HUhykKO4wF9EsX60gO7qeK95VJM6RR1SLQUiYGfbelz-G2rLsl3PikycxmvaqGLxyfVowNPD-vXZQRwbai3vc1YNkE6quIKei_Rzd1hrFC5mVc2O8_4PxA4nP4z0gY202uxC9IEV3preG1gA1IALcaw1fUMrf7EgqFWHfjLfUd6nH-buzp5XN6J&sai=AMfl-YRdyPsf5KE9-vsEgZEBZF-Osfgv3kuTqMH1Fk3fzW1oLz-60Z0XzrD7d_MNZkpMoVubOkrzubh0xEbAnpguulRKLXTO8ouYTPsi8LBWS1CApWzGS97oVMINpaaBC0YJcOxTR5Dt1k6v0VJhu7hwvZpnO4TJys6C0YP4EULG7dHEwROA17xnhF0QX2GnTznRVZ9Ml2pk4NKqFJYjV4l--B17L66LaFNfY6aZ7CiBANl8A6Md1m5abRnWjkVsr3rR4fbca-1n-gstRsrryj2pxyjjhGpZd-klk0kVKnCdA-GjPLBtlQSaTiGZ9Rm4TONkUrDrM6QpqG9Mw-dLE-4kOJXxj2mubC3kaPEQmwdotIYaykkHf1wQfL6EksfUm9gIKMRbYoOuQvcw8_nTLtLVS9aSJAo5SU1f9m0c0hOubhPYm4eFsKpajbFyQcTptUPvBypaS5GAHldCCLRwJYXYPeimlTgipn5hmXBMibVxvCf-0-qZ3a-benFhJbVMCfLwwrntjzmgQG4IvMmLBH7078jxbpyZ3ey-Inh52mMBjEKTiDrXXN8DUraV2NQy_yui7bk508ID5rEt1nZrpo2J4lNWf0nHan8IjsAv8C3L8Nbo25T2PDmOrzJ296XYFopPIk8Ir22e0EQ823B5EIYEVyEXF0C0GhMXT82fpK8uIB4kDfe91yqzm73xZ-BXncUSbpTGq0GHp-7e3MLJrO984-5k69b4Hi0uNwAS9j2xn4aLlTLyU3fVGRk9igRqMhGzqhEFkRAmrS3yD3r9_ClIh_Kxh2c63RftiZqALRKYLIPHQEbi7TpIcUvV6_T75qxdt0tYqN_HOsUshJ3cmIPiAVFGctzDKjnuWTAVCcmexp96NANbVUyKOCjX00C5d9OEScwhytPyKy2lgh-2uOwOfTUUPKv5vYijN7Ocxanty6B2CWIq-XY6waIfsTrW1SGOZ1eYhADxn2nBHGopX_tj9pRd8Z-IlmNh2qxoukKW8UXLcnB4vbsdQYoieV87-g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAFOaXcJh_0z&pr=93:0.6397&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://tradingwhisperer.com/featured/citech/lp1%3Fcf_click_id%3D%7Bcf_click_id%7D%26utm_source%3D%7Btraffic_source_name%7D_%7Bdevice_type%7D_%7Bdevice_brand%7D%26utm_campaign%3D%7Bcampaign_name%7D_lp1%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3D%7Bplacement%7D%26utm_content%3DCTTT_TW-LP1_%7Bcachebuster%7D%26dclid%3D%7Bdclid%7D%26wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26campaignid%3D%7Bcf_line_item_id%7D%26creative%3D%7Bcf_creative_id%7D%26keyword%3D%7Bkeyword%7D%26placement%3D%7Bcf_placement%7D%26device%3D%7Bdevice%7D%26cpid%3D691df6b296a9270012dc5c07%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23295632808
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstrNkxwu5tjo5A-tgLUfb2igK8MmusZdQBiILfan4RrP1l0FgNUB9rgxYzCAD8_RiR99nHvE9rsXfUPOKPc7CyfOiSq8BMjyAeVDz1GYqB37v9saTxFtWfImwGrjzOF_Upa1n48B2YucT_1IY9g9jAwHSmuEcmvT06HFzRG692OBraZjls0_0dI6aNVX26RyiLOrwzKDxMfS64MKx6P1fgQjEylNSHDaPo3J0S_CxYYXcD_cLfgN4ngpj_zjKYeOvOawmHSQE6fJ0HwEfVNhTSrwKurVv7mIaENPL_XmI1sBNNac7PVgXmDeQ54BWMGXOg9uCq1esgMA686T_uk0ZrapOWbMn-wfAnzprrouM18PbJ3S1nNmD5ovlO3wuvu9FLM_zjxeCC-iHRg1LJiHVmXlTgrEDx1i1JBDbqYEsXisKE-rYLVD9w81uxY3HixzqCS37QRWvqiH4HIkRpXbM7mR8fneueB192cCoszaWdJALGk4TRUOWOx0ZzQhJMUno9asQ5VYMEdcPqNdxorHGdaIu5nfZplHmAoMmlfeHRm-1kjZUT5Saqinf8f8zxosnQq_RGnWz0g02XJiQ7avxjNjciYh2Q1vk9zpyPW3KHc3EGZpOorLDb1NN3fHuD8b7YBWjLMO8dDv3vbsnIAsk0vu-Z2NzlPoQvOOXDwrGcvu0-vgcXCOYalyYNgSdNmHhLMtmRCn7Ns1dwc5USzZm5tWoiLCSqRQn8w4nVZwr4snnpdHHdrHKtF-ECib3fLYsIawD1d2NIK8sqkdCovRBtjwRou23VfK3iWtVk8eyVvWWv-hdre6U1707KTZJKcLtaS4_U1GYcbXhwapFkSkZlEPzH2uJD5dG3rxvi_btgTsla1KnxqqbCB_YxN9-bKA8rkicr6bH-IeNZ4HejIYyVp3VGKQ549dNSPrZMhM7wG9Ph2pWnqdCkcYbmrO7YZokv1TlGaYjkRA-UhMfZEP0eOdguPKZeN3pQn6QfbtD-KvmNH6C8dRBnagr0XTPh45ey6w-hz1C-sN3Tz9kv1wcBuguBKcSbbeaVuBHNNWFbHcMTa5yeHOpB42uSE_F3q-ZxC0IuZ9q5k_2KBYH3s2627Yf7JaiYMzdd0S5ElxqdkgVuRdtNzr0LRg2bYhx-PsrXfw0bOZcfrHfEE5u1l-P-bJp2pxivW_YXemfMiumjAMIcSeoa9o2ZbWAEfqTe68cI_WAGjubLDKXAuU_oIMLLKp-4IBHjleIQbbvGGh8wrYBlU_qLNrTpZWEjYycrmHGOH4D8Ur_fEnbhtSKzsclycSa-fyFmmPHbTyXe7DocsoRXcPcRE_GXaSNhLZQ0AIqdhgjRoiBbUROlNtGnrJ22dG1ChvjBUxN-y-GE4kJmLUynycFaZn9J7jl0KH4zXt8Ga_a4lc-Wm33sn7dMWAoABJe1CEpfMOZMZ3Iu4e-2HmVo7IyRukTSKFrL48SdhyJ1djTlUpFEBXks2R0x76BOMkGz_XCCKzeLTRSb5D07HtGHXTLkTTGj9NG6y_EhcgjHujvXng0-MMubKMYHdNOs5WkvUf_X54dx3mVP-0MUeEzjS4VaSPOMiXNCBDUZ1DGmosd3yx_5MxO447GxYQdLwQH6oi74zMkgUW7l_qKNEfVQZ2a29arQ01EqFft7JtqITSTp6hiMpyHjJXbOc8JkcIb9x5AXnuMFw4APkYhBuwJBo_J87bnD0jlVcbm-BSqt_Ux1hp7JR_0l-b_wgePde-nC2Hfcl_RcouzvNEwGLc62z380YXegnWL90s6D4T0wXR34l_-1LgHon3ZKC0fE4QZ_bKSRy-mZvn5D9u06hVPKtCnjJuJgvDYNwVj8MvUfsaa-qy9oN_T5FcNZyCTaMnsRpWW2EIpkXkPuBTAi44j204Lios2XKcl7prGDDSg-2y0ivAforoCqn0tTmQYZl-vY6e24TL78oQpdINC26i5YXRzDM96WKM_2hMr-8F--TXOYIU0wgWVltP-3XL2Gj2u6zbSBQPqLcYCdBHPef9jbVhXrVFaPzTrnMNBlMmLF7GrppM4Vydqgc_PBJKH-2fXV6Vv-jpquizYcs1DDG5HUhykKO4wF9EsX60gO7qeK95VJM6RR1SLQUiYGfbelz-G2rLsl3PikycxmvaqGLxyfVowNPD-vXZQRwbai3vc1YNkE6quIKei_Rzd1hrFC5mVc2O8_4PxA4nP4z0gY202uxC9IEV3preG1gA1IALcaw1fUMrf7EgqFWHfjLfUd6nH-buzp5XN6J&sai=AMfl-YRdyPsf5KE9-vsEgZEBZF-Osfgv3kuTqMH1Fk3fzW1oLz-60Z0XzrD7d_MNZkpMoVubOkrzubh0xEbAnpguulRKLXTO8ouYTPsi8LBWS1CApWzGS97oVMINpaaBC0YJcOxTR5Dt1k6v0VJhu7hwvZpnO4TJys6C0YP4EULG7dHEwROA17xnhF0QX2GnTznRVZ9Ml2pk4NKqFJYjV4l--B17L66LaFNfY6aZ7CiBANl8A6Md1m5abRnWjkVsr3rR4fbca-1n-gstRsrryj2pxyjjhGpZd-klk0kVKnCdA-GjPLBtlQSaTiGZ9Rm4TONkUrDrM6QpqG9Mw-dLE-4kOJXxj2mubC3kaPEQmwdotIYaykkHf1wQfL6EksfUm9gIKMRbYoOuQvcw8_nTLtLVS9aSJAo5SU1f9m0c0hOubhPYm4eFsKpajbFyQcTptUPvBypaS5GAHldCCLRwJYXYPeimlTgipn5hmXBMibVxvCf-0-qZ3a-benFhJbVMCfLwwrntjzmgQG4IvMmLBH7078jxbpyZ3ey-Inh52mMBjEKTiDrXXN8DUraV2NQy_yui7bk508ID5rEt1nZrpo2J4lNWf0nHan8IjsAv8C3L8Nbo25T2PDmOrzJ296XYFopPIk8Ir22e0EQ823B5EIYEVyEXF0C0GhMXT82fpK8uIB4kDfe91yqzm73xZ-BXncUSbpTGq0GHp-7e3MLJrO984-5k69b4Hi0uNwAS9j2xn4aLlTLyU3fVGRk9igRqMhGzqhEFkRAmrS3yD3r9_ClIh_Kxh2c63RftiZqALRKYLIPHQEbi7TpIcUvV6_T75qxdt0tYqN_HOsUshJ3cmIPiAVFGctzDKjnuWTAVCcmexp96NANbVUyKOCjX00C5d9OEScwhytPyKy2lgh-2uOwOfTUUPKv5vYijN7Ocxanty6B2CWIq-XY6waIfsTrW1SGOZ1eYhADxn2nBHGopX_tj9pRd8Z-IlmNh2qxoukKW8UXLcnB4vbsdQYoieV87-g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAFOaXcJh_0z&pr=93:0.6397&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://tradingwhisperer.com/featured/citech/lp1%3Fcf_click_id%3D%7Bcf_click_id%7D%26utm_source%3D%7Btraffic_source_name%7D_%7Bdevice_type%7D_%7Bdevice_brand%7D%26utm_campaign%3D%7Bcampaign_name%7D_lp1%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_term%3D%7Bplacement%7D%26utm_content%3DCTTT_TW-LP1_%7Bcachebuster%7D%26dclid%3D%7Bdclid%7D%26wbraid%3D%7Bwbraid%7D%26gbraid%3D%7Bgbraid%7D%26campaignid%3D%7Bcf_line_item_id%7D%26creative%3D%7Bcf_creative_id%7D%26keyword%3D%7Bkeyword%7D%26placement%3D%7Bcf_placement%7D%26device%3D%7Bdevice%7D%26cpid%3D691df6b296a9270012dc5c07%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23295632808


Via Metal Miner

Throughout 2024, China worked to control its rapidly growing copper smelters, which were
lowering profit margins amid a bustling copper market. In response, China has released new,
more stringent regulations for the construction of new copper smelters. The move aims to keep
excess capacity in check.

However, it’s a slowdown rather than a complete halt to copper smelting. China currently leads the
world in refined copper production and is also the world’s largest copper consumer. In fact,
analysts expect about half of the global refined metal output for this year to come from China. 
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Why The Move?

• Mine Supply Control. Companies building new copper smelters need to have enough mine
supply to keep plants running, which they can do through direct ownership or equity stakes.
However, only a few Chinese companies are likely to meet this requirement.

• Import Dependence. Chinese plants bring in about 85% of their concentrate from other
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countries. In 2023, China made 12 million tons of refined copper, but mined just 1.7 million
tons. That same year, China held 41 million tons of copper reserves, 4.1% of the world’s
total.

• Increasing Domestic Resources. To ensure a supply of raw materials, China aims to
expand its domestic copper mine resources by 5% to 10% over the next three years.

• Long-Term Contracts. The government intends to pressure copper smelters into long-term
contracts with international miners.

China’s Copper Market Dominance to Continue in 2025

According to a Bloomberg report, eleven ministries signed the order to issue the guidelines.
Experts claim the new rules are meant to link all expansions coming in the next few years to
ensure sufficient control over the copper ore supply. In the meantime, China has to rely on
external supply for its copper needs.
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Analyst Zhao Yongcheng of Benchmark Mineral Intelligence Ltd. stated in an IndexBox report that
rather than being extremely strict, the new rules actually allow for some flexibility. This seems to
indicate that the Chinese government recognizes the vital role copper plays in sectors like electric
vehicles, where demand continues to increase. Reports indicate that the government also wants
to enhance domestic copper mining resources by 10% over the next three years.

In 2023, China’s mined copper output fell to 1.7 million tons from 1.94 million tons the previous
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year. Meanwhile, the IndexBox report stated that Beijing’s export value of refined copper showed
a similar trend. In 2024, Taiwan was the top export destination, at US $2 billion, followed by South
Korea and Vietnam. 

Amid Efforts to Increase Production, DRC Becomes Primary Suppliers

Many analysts anticipate that the new rules to cut down on the severe competition China’s copper
market faces, with smelters often having to fight it out for raw materials. Because of supply issues,
smelters often use low-grade copper while others spend more time exploring copper mines than
producing material.

Some see the new rules as similar to how the Chinese government introduced measures to aid
the steel and aluminum sectors, and will likely make it very difficult for new smelters to enter the
market.

Meanwhile, the Chinese government aims to reduce buying from other countries by ramping up
copper mining at home. Incidentally, China is seeing major returns from its large-scale mining
investments in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

All Things Home (for a Steal)
Wayfair Canada
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According to Reuters, the DRC became China’s leading supplier by a wide margin in 2024, with
sales of refined copper increasing 71% year over year to 1.48 million metric tons. With Chinese
firms leading operations in Congo’s copper belt, the trade between the two nations will likely
continue to reshape global copper market dynamics.

By Sohrab Darabshaw
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Arthritis or Joint Pain? Do This
Immediately (Watch Results in 4
Days)
(Healthier Living Tips)

Never Put Mustard in Your Fridge,
Here's Why
(WellnessGaze News)

Men Over 50: How to Combat
Prostate Enlargement Naturally
(ProstaPeak)

China Tightens Grip on Copper Smelting | OilPrice.com https://oilprice.com/Metals/Commodities/China-Tightens-Grip-on-Copp...
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